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5 the Liberty, without farther Excuſe, to offer 
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2 S I am One of thoſe Pre- People | 


whom You have the Honour to =. 
Repreſent in PRI, Itak. —» 


You my Thoughts upon a Point much toſſed 
ol late among the young People of Your. 
way of Thinking, A Point which in my 
an no leſs than determines the Eſta- 
bliſhment 


Dictates of his own Conſcience, or invaria- 


o with them. I hall only give them Joy, 


+ bliſhment and Preſervation, or the Gradual | 
Diſſolution of this ſacred Commonwealth. 1 
| The Queſtion ſtands thus, - - --=-- Whether | | 
or not the Conduct of a Member in Your” 
Houſe ought to be conſtantly ruled by the 


bly to follow and ſupport one Party only ? 
Some People may perhaps, find fault with 
my firſt ſetting out, and fay, that indeed 
© their Conſcience, and the Conſcience of 
their Party is always the fame, ſo that with : 
them there can be no Queſtion, Of ſuch J 
mall beg leave toaſk, if they mean that what. 
ever their Party has thought Juſt ami Ho- 
-nourable, has appeared and will always ap- 
pear Juſt and Honourable to. them, amiable 
and eligible in itſelf, tho' Patronized by no 
Party; Nay, tho' embraced by that Party 
which they are Labouring to pull down? 
If ſo, it can as little be ſuppoſed they are 
ferious with me, as expected I ſhou'd be 


for having got f upright, ſo ſteady a Mi- 
ſtreſs as DO, age e 
. | 
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dns; which muſt afford them much Sa- 
tisfaction from their own Breaſts, and much 
Reſpect and Honour from the People. But 
- if they mean that although their particular 
Sentiment differs very often from the Sen- 
- timent of their Party, yet they eſteem it 
more publicklyBeneficial, to counteract their 


"own private Feeling, and to tick to their 
Party, which otherwiſe would be altoge- 
ther uneffectual by being ſeparated often 
and divided againſt itſelf. To theſe Peo- 
ple Lmean to Addreſs myſelf; not deſpait- 
ing to confirm ſuch as waver upon this 
Point, and even to reclaim ſome; Wo 
from perſwaſion of public Good, have de- 
voted themſelves entirely to Party Service. IR 
It will firſt be neceſſary to eſtabliſh a few 
Femin which may ſerve to pave the 


way to a Right Determination in this Point. 


I ſuppoſe both Parties will agree in this 


one Principle, "That all the Meaſures of the 


© one Side, and all the Oppoſition on the other, 
ought to be ſolely directed to the Good. of 
their Country. This then the Conceſſion of 


not 
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ndt 1 but in both Parties, is 
the common Meaſure, or Touchſtone, by 
which all their other Principles and Actions 
muſt be tried. What then is the Good of 
our Country? Every Briton will anſwer, 
» Freedim and Independence; the Free Exer- 
Fo © = Ccife of our Underſtanding; tbe Free Enjoy- 
| ment of every Moral, of every Natural Plea- 
ſure; and the unmoleſted Poſſeſfion of our um. 
- Theſe Rights Nature has beſtow'd upon 
every Man: Nature and this Conſtitution 
upon every Briton. Let us compare then 
the Conſequences of thoſe two different 
Manners of Conduct in Queſtion. Let us 
ſee which of em is beſt fitted to accom- 
pliſh that End, which You all hold in 
ſuch Reverence, and to which You ſay 
all your public Actions are referr d. In the 
firſt Place, what. do ye mean by follow- 
ing the Principles of Vour Party? Is it 
following the unanimous Sentiment of a 
whole Party, ſmit as it were by ſome In- 
- ſpiration, or only the partial Sentiments of 
: a few Leaders ?- I am afraid, it 18 the laſt. 


8 . 
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Or if Your Party is unanimous, who is it 
= makes them ſo? Who perſwades em? 
Who thinks for-'em-?—-It is a few Men, 


who by their Weight of Fortune, or per- 
ſonal Talents have got up to Your Head, 
It is a few Men, not a Party, which really 
thinks for You, inſpires You, and ſets You 
in Motion. What! do their great For- 
tunes make them more Virtuous than You? 
Or does their Eloquence ſo enlarge their 
Underſtandings, that You ſhou'd blindly | 


cry Ay, or No, as they prompt You ? If 
Freedom of the Underſtanding be among 
che Ends You propoſe, this Conduct gan 
never be the Way to attain. it. If to have 


the Public for an object of your Affection, 
and by conſequence ., Your. Countrymen, 
Your Friends, Vour Children, be a' worthy 


and natural Pleaſure ; deprive: Yourſelf. of 
that too, and beſtow it upon them, to 
whom You can never give Enough. As 


for our Lands and Properties, they are to be 
ſure ſafe enough in the Hands of Men who 


oy ſo dilintereſtedly to be our Factors. 


8 This 


3 
4 
: 
; 
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This is fine Reaſoning indeed. It faves me 
the Trouble of ſhowing, with regard to 
thoſe Ends of Government above mention- 
ed, what happy Effects would follow on 
the other Side, from Your acting freely, 


according to Your own Sentiment, and 
fulfilling the Expectations of Your Ele&- 


ors, who honour'd You with their Voices 
for theſe Ends only. 2 | 


I would have You next coder YN 


Gre of Men You have ſet up to be Your 
 Leavrers. If many of them (God forbid 
I ſhould ſay all) are not ſuch who either 


from their Behaviour in private Life, or 
from their Conduct in public Affairs when 


formerly employed, are not altogether unfit 
to be truſted with publick Liberty. The 
Principles they now profeſs, loud as they 


are for Freedom and their Country,are many 


of them deſtructive of the very Being of 


this Conſtitution, and muſt warrant, if they 
Act conſiſtently with themſelves, the iden- 


tical Meaſures and Conduct with which 
oy are ſo much offended 4 in their Oppo- 


ſers. 


N 
bo 
hw 
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ſers. One of the greateſt Ends, avow'd: al. 
moſt by all of you,; is to turn out your 
Oppoſers, and to poſſeſs their Power. Ser 
only where One Principle, concerning this 
dangerous Acquiſition, will land you. If 
Corruption (tho? in Hope only) be among 
the Means to accompliſh this End, and to 
maintain it: If ſuch Means, in the firſt 
| Caſe, be reckoned allowable by ſome; and 
in the laſt neceſſary by all: If Corruption 
is the Diſeaſe which has deſtroy d the moſt 
flouriſhing States; what can we expect from 
ſuch Men but Corruption? and what can we 
expect from Corruption, but the Death of 
this Commonweath? The Avowal of Prin- 
_ ciples of this Complexion now, tho? co- 
loured with many Specious Pretences, is a 
_ dreadful Prognoſtic of what muſt happen 
when there is no longer Occaſion to wear 
the Maſk. 5 
From this, and other angie which 
| might be given, we may conclude that, 
what virtuous Principles ſuch Men now 
profeſs are merely to ſupport themſelves ; 
that they will no ſooner have got the upper- 
ED on: hand, 


hand, than they will leave thele Principles 
to thoſe whom they overturn, or leave be- 


hind. . This Aſſertion needs little Proof. Ex- 


perience tells us, that for the moſt part, Mi- 


niſters have no ſooner got in, but they have 


deferved to be turn'd out. Reaſon tells us, 


that they will be fo hereafter. Nay, Rea- 


fon tells us, that although Men, and con- 
ſequently Miniſters, were much better than 
they are, the Caſe would ſtand nearly the 


fame, firice public Happineſs is not to be 
enpected from Men, but from | Laws only. 


This Maxim, fundamental to all Go- 


vernment, is an unanſwerable Arg. 


why, in public Affairs, ee eee 


ſhould be led by the Opinion of another, 
© tho' ready to attone for all the bad Conſe- 


quences of his own Advice. The Deduc- 
tion of this is very eaſy,----Private Happineſs 


is private Virtue, or the Virtue of one, the 


Reſult of thoſe” Principles -or Laws which 
copied from Nature, *one Man chuſes as the 
Lex tft "Ratio ſumma inſita in natura, gu Jubet ea 


Fine e facienda ſunt probibetque contraria. Eadem Ratio, cum eft 


in bominis mente confirmata et confita, Lex oft. 
Ciczs. 21 e. 6. de Legibus. 


Laws 


vr 
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Laws of his Life and Conduct. If ſo, pub- = 
lic Happineſs muſt be public Virtue; or the 
Virtue of many in a political Character; 


which by the ſame Conſequence muſt be 
che Reſult of ſach natural Laws or Prin- 


ciples which a whole People have with one 
Mind choſen to be the common Rules of 


their * Lives. There is no Difference here, 
but with reſpe& to Number, and the great- 
R Novice i in Reaſoning knows that in ſuch 


a Caſe, what holds true of Twenty, or 


two Thouſand, may be .fafely affirm'd 
of twenty Thouſand, or twenty Mil- 


lions. Among many, or among few; be 


they Nations, or Families; tis a Confor- 


mity with Laws and Principles alone, which 
is worthy of the Name of Virtue. Virtue 
alone is Happineſs. A Conformity therefore 
with Laws, is the only Foundation of Hap- 


Pineſs, whether public or private. + Tis Laws 


alſo which give a Stamp to the Manners of 


+ Ut LOA moſtra fine Mente, ita Civitas Ane ber, b 
* Legibus. 


PEA we Sanguine et nervis uti non 7 


N ations, 


Tut 


| Nations, and diſtinguiſh wen from one 


another, operating with ſimilar Effect, as 
different Principles in the Characters of In- 
dividuals. And as a good Heart in a pri- 
vate Man not only makes himſelf happy, 


but forms his Manners, and directs his Be- 


haviour to all within the Circle of his Ac- 


quaintance; ſo a good Conſtitution would 


form the Citizen in all his Actions, and, 


fortunately coincident with private Virtue, 
would eſtabhſh National and Domeſtic 
Happineſs, by making Men ſomething 


more than human. To ſuch an End as 
this, what worthy Mind would not con- 
tribute ? To ſuch an End as this, what 
need of Counſel or Example? Of itſelf it 
is deſirable, tho unadorn'd with virtuous, 
nay, tho blacken'd with venal Eloquence. 
But perhaps it may be here objected, that 
Laws do not now-a-days drop from Hea- 
ven, but muſt be brought in and appointed 
by Men, and conſequently my Poſition falls 
to the Ground. As this Argument ſtrikes 
at the Root of all Laws, even of the Foun- 


dations 


58 


„„ 


Fx] 
dations of Virtue itſelf, it neither can have 
Weight with an honeſt Man, nor with a 
Member of Your Houſe, who is choſen to 


defend the ancient Laws and Conſtitution 


of this Realm. That Men muſt be the 


1 Makers of Laws cannot be denied; but it 


muſt be own'd alſo, that this is according 


XZ to a Law older than the Will of Man, I 
mean the Law of Nature, which is not 


wrote with Iron or Steel indeed, on Tables 


of Braſs, but with the Finger of God « on 


= Breaſts of all Mankind. 

Tt muſt then be obvious to all, that oy 
Happineſs i is only to be expected from a Go- 
vernment of Laws, and not of Men; much 
leſs of ſuch Men who have profeſs d the beſt 
Principles, and call'd aloud for the beſt Laws, 
while themſelves were out, which they have - 
refuſed fo ſoon as they got in; becauſe for- 
footh they were ſo much better than their 
Predeceſſors, that Laws were uſeleſs; that 
Times were changed, and they had now 
Matters of more Importance to think on. 


N indeed! as if the paffing of good 


Laws, 


i 5 L 16 1 


Laws, would make them manage worſe, r 
as if all their Succeſſors would be as ſuper- = 


latively virtuous as themſelves. 

Give me Leave now; Sir, more particu- 
larly to addreſs You, with all others in your 
Situation, and to diſplay the contemptible 


Dilemma to which theſe Party-Principles 


rived at the End of your Wiſhes; your 
Party victorious, and your Foes put to 


fight. One of two Ways you muff hold, | 


both of them equally mean; equally un» 
worthy of a Man, You muſt either go 


on with theſe Men You have brought up, 
to counteract the Principles, nay, to contra- 


dict the very Words You formerly expreſt, 


almoſt yet warm from your Mouths : De- 
a ſpicable Tools of Power, hated by the Pub- 


lic, and by yourſelves! Or, on the other 


ide, You muſt deſert theſe Men aſſoon as 
ED they begin-to ſhew their Game, (as I have 


proved they neceſſarily muſt,) and go down 
Hill, with diſappointed Patience, to bring 

up their Succeſſors, to be Stepping-ſtones 
4 A, for 


. —. ĩͤ TIRE 


f 
for ambitious Men to mount by to Great- 
neſs; or rather Aſſes ſtooping to receive a 


L $ dirty Load, which You itrive long e 


Z. ñ ↄ , ĩᷣͤ F + "0 
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= before You can fling off, 
But l believe, regularly, I ſhould = 
= anſwered. an Objection before this Time, 
| which is in the Mouths of many, and is 
hinted at in the Beginning of my Letter: 
Its want of Importance has made me over+ 
look it till now. It is this; That there is a 
great Difference between the moral and po- 

 Hitical Conſcience; for that the Times he- 
ing ſo corrupted, it is impoſſihle to get, or 

to keep the Management of Affairs with- 


out complying, in ſome meaſure, with that 


Corruption. If ſo, why mayn't they, by 
the Means of Party- Principles and Party- 
Aſſiſtance, get into Power; and once in, 
Will not that be the Time to do ſomething 
for their Country and Conſtitution ?---I ſhall 
not here enter into the general Debate of 
the Difference between the moral and poli- 
ZW tical Conſcience, which, by the way, I 
= tulpec are. more WI the very fame | 
0 „ than 
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what wonderful Effects may be wrought 


[8] 


ſerve, that this Obje&ion comes properly | 


from the Mouths of ſuch only who expect 


to be at the Head of Affairs, not of thofe 
others, who, as I have already obſerv'd, 


muſt neceſſarily be either the Slaves of Pow- 
er or Ambition. To thoſe firſt I anſwer, 


that as the Times will be at leaſt no better 


after, than before they were in Power; their 


political Conſciences muſt alſo remain the 
very fame. Indeed one does not know 


upon them, with regard to altering the 


Meaſures of their Predeceſſors, by the 
ſtrong Influx of Riches, by the Sweets of 
Power, which Tacitus takes notice were in 


his Time the greateſt Means of Deprava- 
tion to the human Heart. But, notwith- 
ſtanding our Ignorance of Futurity, were | 


_ inclin'd- to propheſy, I ſhould moſt po- 
tently believe, that it will be the fame 
with them as it has been with others; that 


they will then find out ſuch an Alterati 


on of Meaſures/as would render all their 
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Vigo vain, and be theOccaGon of their 


own Downfall. It would very ſoon diſ- 


J | oblige their Herd of Dependents, who 
= feeling their Appointments fail, would re- 
fuſe to ſerve any longer ſuch auſtere hard- 


hearted Maſters, and by conſequence would 


make way for a new Set, or, what is more 
= ULkely, reſtore their old kind Pamperers. 


1 hope, Sir, this will convince you that 
there is no ſure and laſting Principle of Co- 


alition but this one, which is, hat every 
= Man ſhould freely ſpeak and freely act, what 


fhall to himſelf appear moſt for the Good 'of 
his Country, IT hope it will convince you 


' alſo, that there is no Time ſo good; or 


rather no Time but the preſent, to preſerve 
this Conſtitution if it be in Health, to 


cure it if diſeaſed. There is no different 


Reaſoning to be purſued concerning the po- 


X Alitical and the phyſical Health of a People. 
[©  Wouldnot any one thinks Phyſician beſide 

- himſelf, who, to a whole Nation in good 
Health, ſhould preſcribe Poiſon ? Or to a 

"4 anne already poiſon d, ſhould, by way of 


G 
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Cure, preſcribe more ofthe ſame Stuff, how- 
| ever delicious to the Taſte, or pleaſing to 
the Sight? But it would be too charitable 
to reckon a Stateſman only mad, who 
ſhould impiouſly endeavour to corrupt an 
-uncorrupted People, or to a People already 
| tainted, ſhould, . by way of Remedy, 
double their Doſe of yellow poiſon. For 
| indeed. Gold made Uſe of for Bribery, is as 
much a Poiſon to the Conſtitution of a 
People, as a Preparation of Hemloc is to 
the human Body. Only the firſt is more 
peſtilential to Mankind, by how much 
Death is more eligible than Slavery. Many 
Nations have made Laws againſt the Uſe of 
the one; happy were it for all Nations that 
ſalutary Laws were in Force againſt the other. 
For Laws, as I have above obſerved, are 
the only Preventative, are the only Reme- 
dy. What is the preſent State of our Con- 
ſtitution, whether unſound or healthy, I 
ſhall leave you to judge. I ſhall only ven- 
ture to affirm, that theſe Maxims here 
| laid down are true Maxims, are uſcful and 


- fa- 


21 
_ falutary Maxims. I with venture to affirm 

more, and I think upon good Grounds too, 
that That unfeeling, politic old Man, to 
whom I figure You reading this Letter, 
who, with a ſignificant Shrug, derides 
theſe as boyiſh Dreams, is a Man; nay, do 

not ſtop! who holds You, and even this 
Conſtitution, and every Thing but what 

he fancies his own Intereſt, in the greateſt 
Deriſion; is one, as our great dramatic 
Poet ſays of him who did not love Muſick, | 


Fit for 8 Aer and Spoils. © 

The Metions of his Spirit are dull as Night, 
And bis Aﬀettions dark as Erebus. 
Let no ſuch Man be truſted! * 


You are a young Man, eber the 
more likely to be what I always believed 
You, honeſt. Beware of the Faſcination 
of Party. Look unto the former Conduct 
of ſome of Your Leaders, and by That 
make a ſure Prognoſtic of their future. 


Let not their ſtrong Expreſſions, their paſ- 
fionate Declamations, dazzle You from 


_ ſeeing 
- Sna YESPEAR in the dat Venice. : 


„ 
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Meaſures were the very ſame which they 


are now ſo much moved againſt, which 


they know to well to lay open and hold 


forth to you. But hold a while, let their 
Situation be once again alter'd, and then 
Any! inves meg Aimee N 15 en 
"Agerns, 73 u enorres. Theſe are the 


Words of the divine* Moraliſt, when his 
Friend was advifing him to make his 


Eſcape from the Priſon, where the Laws 
had placed him. Such was the Regard he 
had to the Laws of his Country, tho” un- 

_ unjuſtly made uſe of to take away his Life. 


But here I would give Warning, that 


none may interpret any Thing I have ſaid 
: as a malicious Infinuation againſt ſome 
young Members of Your Side. Theſe 
Gentlemen have been, and I hope ever 


will be an Honour to their Country. There 


Has never yet been any Reaſon to ſuſpect 
them. But there are two Points i in which, 


with their Leave, I am inclin'd to give 
I 


* Prato in Crirene, | 


[3] 


them Advice too. The firſt i is, that they 


would beware, leſt when they think they 
lead, themſelves are not led; - leſt when 


they think they underſtand the Game, nay, 
have got the very Knack of Politics, they 
are not made Bubbles from that very 
Perſwaſion (of all others the moſt co 
nient for being bubbled) by the faperior 
Cunning of political Sharpers. Next 1 
would defire them to have continually in 
their Eye, that Power is of all human En- 
joyments the moſt dangerous; that it ſel- 
dom or never fails to transform Men from 
what they are, to ſomething unworthy of 
the Species, (which by the way is an un- 
anſwerable Argument, that Power in any 
Degree unlimited, is unnatural; 3) ſo by theſe 
Means when they come to enjoy Power, 
which in all human Probability muſt be 
ſoon, they will, by anticipating its Danger. 
be leſs liable to fall before it. 
| I have now, Sir, Thope, fully ſatisfied 
Vou upon this Point. I have endeavonr'd 
to eſtabliſh, what is the Public Good, and 

how 
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. it is only attainable by free Action and 
unbiaſs d Suffrage; not by putting Truſt in 
any Man, much leſs in thoſe Men who 
would ſo. generouſly take that Truſt upon 
them. I have endeavour d to'ſhow You, | 
. that an Empire of Laws (as Mr. * Harring- 19 
ton words it) is the only free Government. 
J have attempted to prove, that You are 
not born blindfold, with Hooks and Strings 
in Your Noſes, denoting that You are only 
fitted to be led, but that You are free-born 
Men. You have ſeen alſo the N eceſſity of 
acting vigorouſly for your Country. You 
have ſeen that there is not one Moment to 
be loſt. . And will Ye yet, O blind to 
Reaſon and to Freedom! tamely follow the 
decoying Heels of Ambition? Are You yet 
afraid-of the Name of Candid? | Wretch- 
edState of Man indeed, when he is aſhamed 
of the faireſt and moſt honourable Appel- 
lation! But no more of this. Virtue for- 
bid it to g0 any farther. Let it not be told 
Abroad, that ſuch are the ne of the 


reeſt People i in Europe. 


Cl . 
„„ In his Oceana. „„ [= 
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Conſider r next, the great Truſt God 1. 
put i into Your Hands. Conſider that You 
are, in ſome Meaſure, his Vicegerent; and 
think what Appearance Your Adminiſtrati- 

on and Views will make before Him, when 
it ſhall be made plain to Your enlarged Un- | 
derſtanding, that Your Conduct was, 
ſome Degree, the Cauſe of the Riſe or De- 
dclenſion of Nations, of the Happineſs or 
Ruin of whole Empires: Think then 'how 
it will ſound, when Vou are aſked the 
Reaſon for having acted in ſuch a Manner, 
to anſwer, --- that Vou did ſo at the Deſire 


ol Your Party! to raiſe, or to depreſs ſome 


aſpiring Mortal ! — And who deſired Your 
Party to do ſo? why ſome other ambitious 
Mortal, -- individual as Yourſelf ; and who 


| = deſired him ? — It was Eve that tempted 


Adam, it was the 1 8 that tempted 


Boe. 


But there vu * Dae tho of 3 

| Obligation than Your Duty to God; I mean 
5 Your ow” to Your Country and Laws, 
D which 


D i 
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which have raiſed and neat You, and 
under which You ſtill flouriſh, Your Obli- 

_ gation to Your Electors, Your Allegiance 
to Your King, Your Duty to Yourſelf, 
Even the weakeſt of all theſe, is alone ſuf- 
ficient to make You order aright Your Con- 
duct; for indeed, if You are true to Your 
own Breaſt, You will never be falſe to Your 
Country, Your King, or to any one. 1 
muſt here repeat again, and conjure You to 
be that any temporal Diſadyan- 
tage which may ariſe from the ſudden Al- 
teration in Vour Conduct, is of no Impor- 
tance; fince I dare ſay You are ſufficiently 
convinced, that Truth and Virtue will, nay 
muſt prevail in the End. In a Cauſe fo 
intereſting as this, I am nat to make any 
Excuſe for the Length or Warmneſs of 7 

Letter, which I now draw to a Cloſe. 

is the Cauſe of my Country. It is a -—4 
Which I have always thought my Duty, 
and long earneſtly wiſh'd ſome-how to pro- 
mote. I have now had the Satisfaction to 


give 0 


WM * * ”- 
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give You my freeſt Thoughts upon a Point 
ſo relative to it. A Satisfaction due to 

my Poſterity, would to God it W not be 6 
the laſt! Jam, * ' 


STR, &c. © rol 


A 
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'* Theſe are nearly the Words with which a Noble Lord 
concluded his Diſcourſe laſt Year, in the ſecond Debate of + 
the ee 1 
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